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To  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Soothill  Upper  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health,  Sanitation,  and  Progress  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  1,897  acres,  and  the  population, 
at  the  last  Census,  was  6,104,  but  now,  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
the  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  at 
6,766. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.  Population. 

1891  1901  1905  1891  1901  1905 

1233  1329  1543  5848  6104  6766 

Increase  since  last  Census  in  the  number 

of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  214 

Increase  in  the  population  ...  ...  662 

Average  to  each  house  ...  ...  ...  4*385 

The  births  for  the  year  amounted  to  151,  71  males  and  80 
females,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  22*3  per  1,000,  the  lowest  on 
record.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  26*1.  Five  of  the 
births  were  illegitimate,  against  two  last  year. 
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The  deaths  for  the  year  amounted  to  95 ;  but  to  these  are  to 
be  added  7  that  took  place  in  Institutions  outside  the  area,  viz.  : 
Leeds  Infirmary  2,  Dewsbury  Infirmary  1,  Dewsbury  Workhouse 
3,  and  Wakefield  Asylum  1  ;  so  that  the  corrected  deaths  are 
102,  59  males  and  43  females,  giving  a  death-rate  of  15-0  per 
1,000.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  15  9. 


AGES  AT  DEATH. 

Under  1  year 
1  year  and  under  5  years 


5  „ 

„  15 

15  „ 

„  25 

25  „ 

„  65 

65  „ 

upwards 

...  30 

...  11 
...  4 

...  6 
...  32 

...  19 


102 


The  above  Table  shows  that,  while  41  died  under  5  years, 
30  died  under  1  year,  which  is  equal  to  199  per  1,000  of  the 
children  born,  against  an  average  for  10  years  of  143  ;  that  is  to 
say,  a  fifth  of  all  the  children  born  die  within  their  first  year. 
This  is  a  great  waste  of  infant  life,  and,  with  a  declining  birth¬ 
rate,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  try  to  bring  up 
those  that  are  born.  After  giving  the  certified  causes  of  death, 
we  will  give  the  relationship  of  child  to  mother  and  home  and  see 
if  there  is  any  remedy  to  suggest. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDEE  ONE  YEAR. 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ..  ...  2 

Debility  from  birth  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  9 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laryngitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laryngismus  Stridulus  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dentition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gastric  Catarrh  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


30 


3 


Going  more  closely  into  these  deaths,  I  find  that  they  took 
place  at  the  following  ages  : — 


11 

3 

7 

4 

5 

30 

That  11  died  within  the  month  shows  that  they  were  born 
very  delicate  ;  twenty-two  were  boys  and  8  girls,  which  agrees 
with  the  common  saying — “  We  cannot  rear  a  boy.” 


Under  1  month 
1  month  and  under  3  months 


3 

6 

9 


99 

)  y 


y  y 


y  y 


6 

9 

12 


y  y 


y  y 


As  last  year,  I  sent  round  and  made  enquiries  on  the 
following  points  : — (1)  Were  they  suckled?  (2,  Did  the  mothers 
go  to  work?  (3)  Was  this  the  first  child?  I  have  been  able  to 
trace  29  out  of  the  30  with  the  following  results  : — 


Nineteen  were  suckled.  Twenty-three  mothers  stayed  at 
home  to  nurse  the  babies.  Nine  were  first  born,  therefore  twenty 
mothers  had  had  previous  experience  ;  and  two  mothers  suckled 
and  went  to  work. 


These  results  speak  favourably  for  the  mothers,  and  are  an 
answer  to  the  assertions  that  the  mothers  don’t  care,  that  the 
children  have  not  a  chance,  and  that  they  are  in  the  care  of  the 
ignorant  and  unskilled. 


Infantile  mortality  is  the  burning  question  of  the  day,  from 
the  Mayor  of  Huddersfield  downwards.  Town  matrons  may  be 
of  some  little  use  if  they  find  the  right  side  of  the  mother ;  but 
it  must  never  be  forgotten  the  part  that  heredity  plays,  and  that 
we  have  no  choice  in  the  selection  of  the  parents. 


CAUSES  OE  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 
Diphtheria  . 
Enteric 


1 

3 

2 

9 


•  •  • 
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Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  5 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Debility  from  Birth ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Laryngitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Laryngismus  Stridulus  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Inquests  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Kidney  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  2 

Liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Strangulated  Femoral  Hernia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Empyema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Volvulus  of  Bowel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Senile  Decay  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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The  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  are  included  under 
Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  Enteric,  and 
Diarrhoea,  and  are  equal  to  a  rate  of  2-8,  more  than  half  of  which 
is  due  to  Diarrhoea  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  2-33. 
Phthisis  death-rate  1T8  against  1*8,  1-07,  and  1-89,  in  the  three 
preceding  years.  Respiratory  diseases  3-1  against  2-7,  2-75,  and 
2*5,  in  the  three  preceding  years. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1905. 


1905 

England 
and  Wales. 

- 

Great 

towns 

(76). 

Small 

towns 

(141). 

England 
and  Wales, 
less  the 

217 

towns. 

Soothill 

Upper. 

Birth-rate 

27-2 

28-2 

26-9 

26-3 

22-3 

Death-rate 

15-2 

15-7 

14-4 

14-9 

15-0 

Zymotic  death- 
rate 

1-52 

1-88 

1*50 

1*5 

2-8 

Infantile  mortality 

128 

140 

132 

113 

199 

LOCALITIES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  REPORTED. 


Locality. 

Small  Pox. 

J  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric. 

Erysipelas. 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Total. 

Battye  Street  &  Collier  Row 

4 

1 

4 

9 

Leeds  Road 

4 

1 

5 

Crackenedge  &  Common  Side  ... 

1 

9 

2 

1 

13 

Oaks  Road 

6 

1 

7 

New  Street 

3 

3 

Mill  Lane 

5 

5 

Chidswell 

4 

1 

5 

Shaw  Cross 

23 

2 

25 

Broome  Street 

2 

2 

Clutton  Street 

3 

3 

High  Street,  H.H.  ... 

7 

7 

Grange  Road 

8 

8 

Gregory  Street 

1 

1 

Newgate 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Soothill  Lane 

1 

2 

3 

Kirkgate 

2 

2 

Nursery  Wood 

1 

1 

Willow  Terrace 

1 

1 

Carr  Street 

3 

3 

Bromley  Street 

2 

2 

1 

5 

France  Street 

1 

1 

Hey  Beck 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

4 

7 

90 

5 

3 

8 

117 

6 


During  the  year  117  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
reported,  against  94,  48,  and  26,  in  the  three  preceding  years. 
The  nearest  approach  to  this  was  in  1898,  when  there  were  96 
reported.  That  year  we  had  also  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
66  against  90  this  year. 


Small  Pox,  4  cases 

Scarlet  Fever  90  cases 

Measles,  not  reported 
Chicken  Pox  8  cases 

Diphtheria  7  cases 

Enteric  5  cases 

Erysipelas  3  cases 

Diarrhoea,  not  reported 


with  0  deaths. 
,,  1  death. 

,,  3  deaths. 

,,  no  death. 
2  deaths. 
2  deaths. 
1  death. 
10  deaths. 


No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  seen  in  the  district  after  the 
7th  January,  1905.  Vaccination  has  declined,  and  the  number  of 
applications  for  exemption  orders  is  becoming  more  numerous. 
One  never  sees  a  case  for  re-vaccination  ;  but  the  law  ought  to 
be  altered  to  make  primary  vaccination  compulsory,  for  the 
safety  of  the  community  at  large. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  with  us  most  of  the  year  ;  most  prevalent 
at  Shaw  Cross.  I  furnished  you  with  a  special  report  on  the 
13th  September,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  the  West  Biding 
County  Council,  and  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  On  the 
20th  November  a  case  was  reported  at  a  milk  farm.  The  child 
was  removed  at  once  to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  and  the  milk 
business  wTas  not  interfered  with.  No  school  was  closed,  but  the 
greatest  care  was  taken  that  no  child  went  from  an  infected 
house. 


Enteric  Fever  and  Diarrhoea  were  prevalent  during  the 
summer  and  autumn,  and  no  doubt  due  to  the  dry  summer.  The 
diarrhoea  very  fatal  among  the  infants. 


Measles  were  prevalent  in  the  spring,  more  especially  round 
Gregory  Street  School  and  the  Church  Schools.  On  visiting  the 
schools  I  found  the  attendance  very  much  reduced,  the  infants  to 
about  one  half.  No  school  was  closed,  as  the  holidays  were 
about  to  commence,  and  on  their  return  the  epidemic  was  abated. 
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Eighty-three  nuisances,  of  various  kinds,  have  been  reported 
during  the  year  ;  sixty-seven  were  abated,  and  the  others  out¬ 
standing.  Forty-eight  nuisances  abated  by  request  only ;  but  in 
forty-five  cases  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  the  same. 
Eight  sink  wastes  disconnected  and  trapped  during  the  year,  and 
three  old  privies  reconstructed.  A  case  of  diphtheria  in  Newgate 
led  to  the  discovery  of  an  old  stone  drain,  which  had  given  us 
much  trouble  before. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

There  are  thirty  factories  and  twenty-four  workshops  in  the 
district.  These  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time  and  found  in 
a  Sanitary  condition.  The  conveniences  are  ample,  and  for  both 
sexes.  Whitewashing  has  been  carried  out  according  to  the 
prescribed  regulations. 

There  are  no  domestic  workshops,  and  no  home  work  is 
given  out. 

Twenty-four  houses,  of  the  cottage  class,  have  been  built 
during  the  year,  fitted  with  twelve  water  closets  inside  or  outside 
the  house,  and  the  remainder  with  privies.  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  water  closets  are  increasing  and  coming  more  in  favour  every 
year.  There  is  no  overcrowding,  but  more  bedroom  accommodation 
would  be  a  boon,  and  could  easily  be  found  if  the  house,  however 
small,  finished  with  an  attic.  There  are  no  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  There  were  many  new  houses  not  included 
in  the  above,  nearly  finished  at  the  end  of  the  year.  They  are  of 
a  better  class — through  houses — some  of  them  single  and  some 
double. 

The  roads  have  been  better  since  a  harder  stone  has  been 
used.  They  have  been  healthier,  with  less  dust.  Tar  macadam 
would  be  healthier  still,  and  might  usefully  be  adopted  for  private 
streets  and  yards. 

The  joint  hospital  has  been  opened  daring  the  year,  but  not 
until  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  nearly  over.  Only  two 
cases  of  that  complaint  were  removed  from  this  district.  In 
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January  four  cases  of  Small  Pox  were  removed  to  the  Small  Pox 
Hospital.  It  seems  strange  that  a  building  that  has  cost  so 
much  money  should  provide  for  only  Scarlet  Fever  and  Enteric, 
and  be  obliged  to  exclude  Diphtheria,  a  disease  so  infectious 
and  so  fatal. 

The  water  supply  has  been  good  and  continuous,  but  not  so 
abundant  as  to  allow  for  much  flushing,  as  the  rainfall  was  again 
short.  No  cases  of  lead  poisoning,  ptomaine,  or  arsenical 
poisoning,  have  been  brought  under  my  notice. 

Slaughter-houses  have  been  well  looked  after,  and  the  refuse 
has  been  regularly  carted  away.  Regular  bake-houses  hardly 
exist  in  the  district,  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  this  year  to 
establish  any,  either  in  a  regular  or  irregular  way. 

School  attendance  has  been  interfered  with  from  the 
infectious  diseases — Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles ;  but  it  was  not 
considered  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools. 

Phthisis  death-rate  has  been  about  the  average ;  and  when 
a  death  from  Pulmonary  Phthisis  has  been  reported  to  me  I  have 
had  the  house  disinfected,  and  the  walls  sprayed  with  formalin, 
but  wa  have  had  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  part  with  their 
clothes  and  bedding,  to  be  taken  to  the  steam  disinfector  ;  the 
same  applies  to  Scarlet  Fever. 

In  conclusion,  while  the  death-rate  is  low,  and  everything 
considered,  I  do  not  expect  the  average  to  be  much  lower ;  if  the 
rate  of  decline  in  the  birth-rate  in  this  district  continues  for  the 
next  ten  years,  I  do  predict  that  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate 
will  be  about  equal.  Our  population  increases,  not  by  the  births, 
but  by  the  good  sites  and  well-built  houses  that  have  been  erected 
during  the  last  few  years. 

The  infantile  mortality  has  been  high  for  the  last  two  years, 
but  it  will  go  down  again,  as  shown  by  the  average.  It  must 
always  be  high  in  a  manufacturing  district.  As  the  boys  and 
girls  go  into  the  mills,  at  14  or  15,  working  in  a  more  or  less 
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vitiated  atmosphere,  and  often  beyond  their  strength,  before  they 
have  reached  the  years  of  maturity,  is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
offspring  should,  sometimes,  be  delicate,  and  often  succumb  to 
the  many  ailments  to  which  infants  are  liable  ? 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Dewsbury, 

30th  March,  1906. 


ROBERT  BEATTIE,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population.  Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  181 
Total  population  at  all  ages,  6,104.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,329.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4  385. 

Deaths  of  Residents  Registered  in  Public  Institutions  beyond  the  District  ..  7. 

Nett  Deaths  at  all  ages  belonging  to  the  District,  102  ;  rate  15  0, 
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TABLE  3. 

SOOTHILL  UPPER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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Isolation  Hospital — Dewsbury  Conjoint  Hospital. 
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TABLE  4. 

Soothill  Upper  Urban  District  Council. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages. 
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TABLE  5. 

SOOTHILL  UPPER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 
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Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1905)  6,766. 

Births  in  the  year,  legitimate  146,  illegitimate  5.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages  102. 


SOOTH  ILL  UPPER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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wsbury,  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

March  20th,  1906. 


